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state of such extreme uncertainty by the Act of
1858 as to make inquiry into the entire subject
by a Parliamentary Committee urgently necessary.

In a short Appendix to the last Essay, attention
is directed to some important Amendments which,
within the last few weeks, the Government of
India have proposed to introduce into the Trades
Licence-Tax, and some remarks are made on the
intention which was at the same time expressed to
relinquish the Famine Fund.

As I have always felt that Indian questions
should as far as possible be discussed free from
any party bias, I hope it will be found that none
of the remarks contained -in this volume have in
any way been influenced by a feeling of political
partisanship.

I desire to say how much I am indebted in the
preparation of this book to my wife, who has
revised the volume as it was passing through the
press, and to my secretary, Mr. F. J, Dry hurst, who
has acted as my amanuensis, and who has carefully
verified the statistics which have been quoted from
official and other documents.

HENRY FAWCETT.
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